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ELTON JOHN 


After Elton, Russia 
wants more stars 


ELTON JOHN'S recent 
series of concerts in Rus- 
sia has opened the door 
for other top-name West- 
ern acts and promoter 
Harvey Goldsmith _ re- 
turned from Moscow last 
week with a shopping list 
of groups the Russians 
would like to see. 

He is now approaching 
the groups, all believed to 
be in the top of the star 
league, to see if they are 
prepared to play in Russia. 

“There are definitely 
going to be more acts 
going out there,” Gold- 
smith told MM. “I’ve dis- 
cussed with the Russians 
a lot of other artists, and 
I am-now in the process 
of approaching them to 
see if they are interested. 

“Until then, I just don’t 
know. Elton certainly 
wants to go back, but that 
probably won't be for a 
year.” 

Goldsmith has written 
off the £20,000 cost of 


Staging the singer’s Rus- 
sian shows as “a promo- 
tional thing. We didn’t 
mean to earn any money 
from it, it was done to 
open the door, really.” 

One of the first results 
of his visit is negotiations 
to get Elton’s current 
album, “A Single Man,” 
released in the USSR. 
Elton’s label, Rocket, has 
been negotiating with the 
Russians through Polydor 
in Germany, but. details 
are not available. 

“The deals are done 
album-by-album,” said 
Rocket’s David Croker. 
“The Russians let you 
know when they want to 
release a particular album, 
because they have a bit of 
foreign currency around, 
and then they offer you a 
certain amount for the 
right to press a certain 
number of records. 

“Of course, there is no 
way you can check on how 
many they do press.” 
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